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MASONR F, 


ANNOTATIONS, 


Is humbly inſcribed 
To the Right Honourable 


Lord / A &R D, 


FORMERLY 


GRAN D MASTER 
Of the moſt Antient and Honourable SocitTY 
1 


FREE and ACCEPTED MasoNs, 5 
By his Lordſhip's 
Moft Humble, 
. Moft Obedient, 
a | and affeftionate Brother, 
H. JACKSON. 
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MASONRY 


PEicend, URANIA, Myſtic Maid, 

Fr From Hz av'n's Ambroſial Bow'r, + 

lk rightly we invoke thy Aid, 

n And know thy preſent Po] t. 

or hear'ſt thou, Wispou, by thy Name 
hh Divine, 5. 5 
Lov'd Emanation of the TRINVE? 1 

7 %% Thou, 


8 


3 — | 3 

Urania — Emanation of the Trine] Celeſtial Knowledge, 
or Wiſdom itſelf, which proceeds from ELohi the thrice ſacred 
28 : | SE. rinity. 


[6] 


Thou, whom the Spring delights, that Gov 'd, 
Faſt by the Oracle of Gov ; 
Who wont on Hermon's Hill to rove, 
Or mule in Sharon's lovely Grove, 
On Sinai s Top erect thy Throne, 
Or ſhake the Cedars of high Lzzanon! 


Begin, begin th' immortal Song, 
To thee the Charms of Harmony belong ; 
Thou waſt with Heav'ns Almighty King 
When Nature lay involv'd in Night, 
When dawning Day begun to ſpring 
Thou faw'ſt the Infant _ of Light. : 
T * 


——_— 


— 


Nn Wiſd. of Solomon, Chap. vii. Verſe 25. For ſhe is the 
Breath of the —— of God, and a pure Influence flowing from the 
Glory of 2 Almigh 

The Spring t ber fr, d, &c.] The River Jordan in Paleſtine; 
near which the eg Myr . This River rifes from 
two Springs call d For and Dan Nen Libanus. 

Her mon s Hill, &c.] A Mountain mentioned in the Pfalms of 
David, Pſalm cxxxim. V. 3. Sharon is celebrated by Solomon in 
the ſecond Chapter of his Song, Verſe 1ft, I am the Roſe of Sharon, 
and the Lilly of thc Vallies. 

' Sinai's Top, &c.] A Mountain in Arabia Perræa, from whence 
God gave the Law to Mefes. 
Lebanon] A Mountain in Syria, about 120 Miles long from 
Eaſt to Weſt, famous for Cedar, Cypreſs Trees and F rankincenſe. 
It was on this Mountain the Timber was hewn for building the 
Temple of Sr/omon. 

Thou ſat t the Hifant | Rays, &c.] Vide Wiſdom of _ 

P 


[71 


Th' Abyſs obey d thy plaſtic Voice, 
And Chaos pede" bis jarring Noile ; 
Mufick awak'd ; the Sphere's above 

| In beauteous Pomp were ſeen to move: 

By thee they firſt were taught to run their Round, 
With all th' enchanting Majeſty of Sound; 
The Morning Stars their wond' rous Anthems ſung, 
And all the bleſt Empyreal Region rung. Y 


New Earth rejoic's 'd to ſee the beauteous Queen 
Frequent in Epzn's pleaſurable Scene, 
To Man, the beſt Companion giv'n, 
To Man, the Favourite of Hz av'N, 
When Abau knew no guilty Stain, 
And ANGzLs grac'd the Sylvan Reign: 


B 2 | There 


—_ 


Chap. viii. V. 4. Por is to the Myſteries of the Knowledge 
of God, and a Lover fr je az. Chap. 7 V. 4 40 Wiler | 
was with thee, which knoweth thy Works, and was preſent when 
thou madeſt the World, Vid. Proverbs, Chap. vii. V. 7. 

The Morning Stars, &c.] Vide Job, Chap. xxxviii. V. 7. When . 
the Morning Stars ſang together, and all the Sons of God ſhouted for 


To Man the beſt Companion, Kc. Wild. of Solomon, Chap. x. V. I. 
She preſervd the firft form d Father of the World. For the Know- 
ledge ſhe * him. See a nl in n Chap. 1. V. 20. 


[8] 


There while ſhe meafur'd Providence's Plan, 


The Myſteries of Masonzxy began, 


4 — 


* 4 4 _—_——.. 


The Myſteries of Maſonry began] That is, the liberal Sciences 
which are all contained under GezoME TRY, it muſt not be. under- 
ſtood here that the Art and Method of hewing Stones began at 
this Time, which has hitherto- been generally aſſerted. Men ge- 
nerally betray a Fondneſs in fixing as high as poſſible the Origin 
of the Arts and Societies they favour ; but there is no juſt Reaſon 
for taking up with dark and doubtful Evidence upoi: - theſe Occa- 
fions, it being not ſo material to make a Society appear ancient, as 
to make it uſeful in order to procure it Eſteem; I'wilf.not diſpute 
Adam's having ſome Knowledge of GROETRY, which indeed is 
the Baſis of MasoNnky ; but it is not ſo eaſy to conceive that he 
was a Maſon or Hewer of Stones, tho Masonxy or the Art of 


cutting Stones according to GROMETRVY, by means of Square, 


LEVEL and PLUMB ; together with cementing them to each other, 
certainly claims a great Antiquity ; but by what Means Adam could 
perform that Buſineſs without Tools or proper Inſtruments, is a 
Myftery in MAsonky hitherto inexplicable to me; and as a Mat- 
ter of Hiſtory can only be demonſtrated from. Monuments of 


| Hiſtory, ſo it ſeems beſt to refer to Moſes, the eldeſt Author ex- 


tant, who in his Genealogy of the Patriarchs relates, that Tuba/ 
Cain, the eighth Man from Adam, and the Son. of Lamech and 
Zillab, was the Inſtructor of every Artificer in Braſs and Iron, to 
prepare the Inſtruments and Utenſils of Life; now tis apparent, 
nothing of this Kind could be effected without the Knowledge of 
Metallurgy, and as Metallurgy ,was the earlieſt Branch of CHEMI- 
STRY; ſo MasoNnRY, or the Art of hewing Stones, &c. cannot be 
ſo ancient as CHEMISTRY, which is the only Art whereby Ore can 
be fus'd into Metal, this Metal be made maleable, ſoft or hard, 
and conſequently, Inſtruments prepar'd for hewing of Stones, &c. 
* SH w 


[9 F 


which can be eaſily prov'd both by ſacred and prophane Hiſtory ;' 
to find, procure, fuſe, refine, render maleable, and apply Metals 
to Uſe, are all of Antediluvian Invention; and was attributed by 
the Antients to their Gods. Drodorus Siculus, who liv'd in the 
Time of Cz/ar, when Agypt was become a Roman Province, had 
a fair Opportunity of ſearching into the Antiquities of the Ægyp- 
tians; and he relates, as the Reſult of his Enquiry, a very ancient 
Tradition of one Hepbaiſtos, whom that People held the firſt In- 
ventor of all the Arts and Operations about Metals, and every 
Thing elſe that undergoes the Fire, together with their Uſes ; 
which Art he deliver d down to Poſterity ſo far as it might be of 
Service to Mankind. This Hepbaiſtos of the ÆAgyptians and Greeks, 
is the ſame with the Roman Mulciber or Vulcan, to whom the 
ſame Art or Invention is aſcribed ; and the Vulcan of the Latins, 
is with good Authority ſuppos'd to be the Tuba Cain of the He- 


brews ; beſides this, Tubal Cain lived in Meſopotamia, a Country ſo - 


called as ſituated between two Rivers, v/z. the Euphrates and Ti- 
gris, where MasonRy firſt began; hence it appears, that the 
Moſaic Account is ſurprizingly confirm'd by Drodorus, Moſes was 
both a CHEMIST and a Mason, and indeed the Knowledge of 
one was very applicable to the Practice of the other; Moſes was 
learned in all the Wiſdom of the Ægyptians, and was mighty in 
Words and Deeds, and was the firſt that powder'd Gold, and 
made it miſcible with Water, Ads Chap. viii. V. 22. Vid. Exod. 
Chap. xxxii. V. 29. Deuteronomy, Chap. ix. V. 21. He hewed the 
two Tables of Stowe -whereon were carved the Ten Commandments, &c. 
To ſum up the Whole: If Tubal Cain was the fame as Vulcan, 
he was the firſt that made Utenſils capable of hewing of Stones, 
Sc. Prophane Hiſtory makes Vulcun the firſt King and Founder of 
Egypt, conſequently the firſt practical experienced Builder and 
MasTER MasoN, and whoever is acquainted with the Catecbetical 
Queſtions now practiſed in the ancient Lopcxs of VoRK Masoxs, 
upon Conſideration, will obſerve ſomething very beautiful to con- 
firm certain Circumſtances which are already advanced. A great deal 
more might be ſaid upon this Head, if it was not deviating uy 
| muc 


* * 


And Masoxsr in laſting Marble taught. 


[10] 8 


Of Masoxxv, illuſtrious Art that glow'd 
Serene, while Fate the Golden Age allow'd; 
With one ſurviving, when the guilty World 
Was doom'd to Death, in wat'ry Ruin hurl'd. 
Ungrateful Man! cou'd Vice prevail 
To blot the Beauties of the Soul? 
With Evil overload the Scale, 
And W1spom's Warning hints Controul ? 
Reje& the Queen of Arts, and damp 


| The facred, ſcientific Lamp? 


Then periſh in the Flood : 
Fair Knowledge heav'nly Truths conveys, 
Pleafure and Life are in her Ways, N 
And everlaſting Good: | | | G 
For this the Patriarch his ſmooth Pillars wrought, 


But 


much from the Subject, and for this Excurſion, I hope ſome Rea- 


ders will excuſe me, as it is owing to the Hearty good Wiſhes 1 
bear to all good Brothers and Fellows of FREE AND. ACCEPTED 


 MasonRY. 


With one ſurviving, &c.) Here indeed is meant one Family. 


De guilty World, &c.) Wiſd. Chap. x. V. 1. The Earth being 


drown'd with the Flood, Wiſdom again preſerved it, and directed the 
Courſe of the Righteous in a Piece of Wood of ſmall Value. 
For this the Patriarch, &c,) We are inform'd by ſeveral Au- 


thors, that the Patriarch Shem before the Deluge, erected two 


Pillars. in order to convey the Elements of Mathematicks to Futu- 
rity, but the ancient Masons (perhaps with more Propriety) * 
| . them 


| ſ x 


But ſee, delightful Goddeſs, ſee 
How thy bleft Arts are turn'd on thee! 
To baffle Providence's future Stroke, 
Mankind like their Forefathers blindly bold, 
Thy Grace forgetting, thee while they invoke, 
On Sxinar's Plain a gen'ral Council hold. 
Now tow'ring to the Clouds great Babel ſtands, 
And caſts her Regal Shade to diſtant Lands, bo 
The 


_— BY 
2 : 


them Exocn's PILLARs, who from a Prediction of Adam's, was 
ſenſible that there wou'd be a general Deſtruction of all Things 
either by Fire or Water, therefore he erected two Pillars, the one 
of Brick, and the other of Stone, whereon he engraved an Abridg- 
ment of GEoMETRY, that if one ſhou'd be deſtroyd by Water, 
the other might remain, and Vice Verſa. Toſephus affirms, the 
Stone Pillar remain'd in Syria to his Time. | 

Babel flands, &c.] Vide Geneſis, Chap. xi. V. 6. And the Lord 
Jaid, behold, now nothing will be reſtrain d. from them which they 
have imagin d to do; Go to, let us go down, and there confound their 
' Language. Though MasonRy was certainly of a more carly 
Date than the Building of Babel, yet as God, for certain wiſe 
Purpoſes, had reſolved fo divide Mankind, then altogether aſſembled 
in Building, and cauſe them to ſeperate into diſtin& Bodies, by 
confounding their Language, it then became neceſſary for different 
Parties to aſſemble together in convenient Places, to inſtruct each 
other in the different Articulation of Sounds, Signs, &c. whereby 
they might conceive a general and true Idea of each others Senſe 
and Meaning ; and it. is highly probable, that to accompliſh this 

ſurprizing Difficulty, it became neceſſary for one Party to ſubmit 
to the Authority and Inſtructions of a Superior, perhaps a Director, 
or principal Maſter, in carrying on the Building; and And the 
| a | 3 equent 


[ 22 ] 
The human Swarms ſuch Means employ 'd; 
(How like th Attempt, when Earth-born Giants pil'd 


PzL1on on Ossa's Height |) URANIA ſmil'd; 
Confuſion follow 'd Pride. 


True Science leaving 1 meaner Things, 
Amid the Stars ſublimely roams, 
And Virtue prunes her Seraph's Wings, 
And leads ſecure to Heav'nly Domes. 
Thus 


* 


—_— — 


frequent al aſembling and repeating the ſame Words, Signs, and 
Tokens, they became feng i in — Uſes of the ſeveral Implements 
in Building, particularly the Say Ak, Lever, and PLuMB, with- 
out which no Maso can perform any regular Work; and as the 
Tower of Babel was carried on by the Directions of Nix ROD, who 
being thus baffled in his moſt ſanguine Purſuit, doubtleſs, but he 
aſſembled the greateſt Part of the Workmen together in proper 
Form, commencing at the fame Time their GRAND MASTER 
and DIRECTOR, communicating. to them ſuch Rules and Hints of 
Knowledge as were eſſentially neceſſary for executing his future 
Deſigns; and this a more probable, as the Plain of Shinar - 
ſoon far excell'd all other Parts in the Splendor and 
of its Buildings, which without this general Method cou'd never 
have been effected. Hence the firſt Formation of Lonoxs, the 
Origin of Catechetical Queſtions in GEOMETRY, the Stoxs, Tokens, 
and WorDs, with other beautiful Excellencies in MAsonxy, 
which wretched may he be who —_— publickly to diſcloſe, 
Pelion on Ofſa's Height] From the Tradition of this ſtupendous 
Enterprize, viz. (Babel) The Greeks ſeem to have borrow'd their 
Fable of the Giants heaping Mount Pelion, upon another adjacent 
Mountain i in Greece call'd Ya, to invade Heaven, 


[ 13 ] 


Thus when the Morn unbarr'd the Gates of Light, 
When purer Air diſpers'd the Fogs of Night, 
Tſaacides in Spirit view'd 
Where the ſurprizing Fabrick ſtood 
To bleſt Angelic Beings giv'n 
An eaſy Intercourſe twixt Earth and Heav'n; 
Emblem of Masonxy, by which we riſe, 
And claim Acquaintance with our Native Skies. 


Be filent, Mements ; tho' the early Dawn 
Of My/tic Lore was known to ſmile, 
Bright'ning the Channels of the Mile, 
Long e er th' Eoan Chariot drawn 
By captive Kings, SzsosTRIs ſhew'd, 
Sublime and flatter'd to a God. | 
Thy Cones and Pyramids, thy ancient Praiſe 
Might claim the Tenor of our Lays; . 
FIT Thy 


— 


IJaacides] — Jacob the Son of Jaac, Gen. Chap. xxviii. V. 12. 
And he dreamed, and behold a Ladder ſet upon the Earth, and the 
Top of it reached to Heaven ;. and behold the Angels of God aſcending 
and deſcending on it. F- | 
Memphis, &c.] Many Authors inform us, particularly Diodorus 
Siculus, of the fine early Taſte of the Egyptians in building their 
magnificent Cities, of which Memphis was the Capital ; it was here 
where their King Seſo/tris reign'd, who is reported to have ſub- 
du'd the Indians, and return'd from the Eaſt in a Chariot drawn 
ſometimes by harneſs d Kings inſtead of Horſes. 2 
Thy Cones and Pyramids, &c.] It has been already obſerved that 
MasoN&y, or the Art of Building, owes its Origin to Agypr,. and 
C 5 - , that 
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Thy fapient Skill that trac'd the Lights above 
The Muſe wou'd fing, but ponders with Diſdain, 
This, Ofrris, and the Lybian Fove, 
With Dog Anubis in the hallow'd Fane, So 


_ 


* — . c c: — — 


that the CuRMIST RV of METALs and MasoRV are almoſt coeval 
with Mankind; indeed, it muſt be allow'd, that the firſt Buildings 
were of Bricks dried in the Sun, and cemented together with a 
kind of Bitumen, v lentiful in Ægypt; but when Metallurgy 
became improv'd, the Method of hardening Von for Tools was 
diſcover'd, the Practice of Brick Building was ſucceeded by that 
of MaRrBLE, which Art the Agyptizans brought to the greateſt 
Perfection, Witneſs their amazing Labyrinths and Femples of 
ſuch exquiſite Taſte and Order, and the Immenfity of their Py- 
RAMIDS, which cannot be equall'd at this Day by the greateſt . 
Monarch, the chief of which was erected with Stones, moſt of 
them 30 Feet long, the Pile at Bottom was 700 Feet ſquare, 
and its Height 481 Feet, 360,000 Maſons were employ'd in 
building it for twenty Years. Not forgetting the Temple in 
Gaza, dedicated to the Idol Dagon, a very magnificent and moſt 
ſurprizing Building, which wou'd contain 3000 People under its 
Roof, and yet ſupported only by two Pillars, which were ſo ſmall 
and ſlender, that Sampſon to be reveng d on ſome Thouſands of 
wh Enemies, pull'd them down, deſtroying himſelf at the ſame 
ime. : | 
A and Ofiris, &c.] Theſe were the famous Idols of the E- 
| 7 by which the Learned ſuppoſe were figured: the Sun and 
oon, eve or Jupiter, Hammon had a Temple erected to him in 
the Sands of Lybia, Ths is taken for Venus by Horace, Ode 26. Lib. 3. 
O, gue beatam Dive tenes Cyprum, & 
Memphim carentem Sithond Neve 
 Regans ; | AF) 
| Great Goddeſs who o'er. Cyprus reigns, $49 
And ſcorching Memphis burning Plains. CREECH, 


. 

Th' imperial Eagle ſoars on high, 

And ods beneath the . of Day, 
The haggard Hawk the Flight may . 
Thus did great TvxRE and SiDo T ow r, 

Excelling all the Nations round, 
Ocean confeſs d their mi ghty Pow r 

On furtheſt Shores renown'd. 


And cou'd they ſtoop to vail the fancied Blood 
Of ſlain Adonis in the purple Flood? 


* * PA FREY — 


Anubis) — The Son of ff and Of;ris, worſhipp'd in the F orm 
of a Dog. 
Thus Virgil, Æneid 8; 698. 


Omnigenumg; Deum Monſtra & latrator Anubis. 


The barking Dog Anubis comes along, 
With Zgypr's monſtrous Gods, amazing Throng. 


Adonis] He was the Son of Cinyras, King of —_ by his 
Daughter Myrrha.; Venus or Aftarte fell in Love with him when 
he was a young Shepherd. Et formoſus Oves ad Jlumina pavit 
Adonis, Virg. Ecl. 10. 18. 


Along the Streams, his Flock Adonis fed, 
And & ag the Queen of Beauty bleſt his Bed. 


DRYDEN, 


| He was s kill'd by a Boar, as ſome relate, and much lamented by 
the Goddeſs, on Ab Account the 1 kept a ſolemn Day of 
Mourning every Year, when they ſuppos'd the River tinctur'd 
with his Blood. For this Phenomenon yr can is a very plain Reaſon 
givn by the Naturaliſts. The Great MiLTon has admirably 
C 2 deſcrib'd 


[16] 


Bow to the Queen Afarte's impious Shame, 
Fierce Moloch's Star, and Dagon's double Frame? 
| | Not 


— 


— 


deſcrib'd the Idolatry of the Phænicians, Book iſt, 437 to 466 
Line. * 


—— With theſe in Troop, 
Came Aforeth, whom the Phenicians call'd 
Alarte, Queen of Heaven, with creſcent Horns ; 

To whoſe bright Image nightly by the Moon, 
Sidonian Virgins paid their Vows and Songs ; 
Thammuz came next behind, 
Whoſe annual Wound in Lebanon allur'd 
The Syrian Damſels to lament his Fate 
In am'rous Ditties all a Summer's Day; 
While ſmooth Adonis from his native Rock, 
_ to the Sea, ſuppos'd with Blood 
bammuz yearly wounded. 

Next came one 
Who mourn'd in Earneſt, when the Captive Ark 
Maim'd his Brute Image, Head and Hands lopt off 
In his own Temple, on the Grunſel Edge, 
Where he fell flat, and ſham'd his Worſhippers, 
Dagon his Name; Sea Monſter, upward Man, 
And downward Fiſh ; yet had his Temple high 
Rear'd in Azotus, dreaded through the Coaſt 
Of Paleſtine, in Gath and Aſcalon, þ» 
And Accaron, and Gaza's Frontier Bounds. 


For a more particular Account of Aftarte and Adonis, Vid. Univ. 
Hiſt. Vol. II. Page 341, &c. 

Molech's Star, &c.] Mentioned As, Chap. vii. V. 43. The 

elegant Expreſſions in this Stanza ſufficiently evince the Genius of 


the Author, but the Sublimity of the following Soliloquy can 
never de ſufficiently admir d. * "oo 


[ 17 ] 


Not ſo the Royal Hiram's Heart ; 

By Masonxr's enrapt'ring Art, 

Fix'd in the pure Ethereal Blaze, 
And taught the true Jzrovan's Praile : 
For this the curious Band he choſe, 
When SaLEM's beauteous Temple roſe. 
O ſacred Saitm! Place of Reſt! 

O Shades with heav'nly Science bleſt | 
O Giteap's Health-inducing Bow'rs! 
Soul-healing Balm | Erysi1an FLOw'RS! 
O Sron Hitt! how lov'd, how ſweet 
Where IsRAEL's TrIBEs united meet | 


Thus, BzxzTr'zen, thus in ALiBton's happy Ifle, 

Where all the Graces and the Muſes ſmile ; _ 

Here in the Doux where meek'd-ey'd VigTus reigns, 

And Masonzxy her My/tic Rites explains, 4 

The moral Page explores, primeval Signs, 

Orbits and Quadratures, and curved Lines, ” 
| ron Il While 


* "IS 


—{ —_— 


Hiram, &c.) Firſt Book of Kings Chap. v. V. 1. And Hiram 
King of Tyre ſent his Servants unto Solomon, &c. for Hiram was 
ever a Lover of David, V. 7; And Hiram ſaid, Bleſſed be the Lord 
this Day, which hath given unto David a wiſe Son over this great 
People. Jostpnvs has given a Copy of the Original Letters, which 
he aſſures us, were the ſame that paſs'd between Solomon and Hi- 
ram on this Occaſion. _ Vide Joſepb. L. 8. C. 2. 


The Tribes united meet] Pſalm cxxii. V. 4. Whither the Tribes 


go up, the Tribes of the Lord. Their ſocial Love is celebrated by 
the fame royal Ptalmiſt in Pſalm cxxxiii. V. 1. Behold, "how. gc 
and pleaſant it is, for BRETHEREN to dwell together in UxIx v. 


To mild RzIInr, and ſocial KINDNESSs prone: 


[8 ] 


While Pac: and ſocial lors ſerene tha Dap, 


Here let us paſs the pleaſing Hours away. 

O come fair Faipgnp8uie, ever-welcome Gueſt, 
And Mirz and Wir, te crown the genial Feaft : 
But keep out Couus with his revel Train, 
The proud, th unjuſt, the wicked and the vain. 


"EI unblemiſh'd, — „ 

Stranger alike to FLATTERY and Fram, 

A Mind from Envy and Aunrriox free. 

Loyal, and Jusr, the Friend of LIE RV, 

With Patriot Vixrurs glorious in the Cauſe 

Of publick Sar zT Y and the CHRISTIAN Laws. 
Poliſh'd with AzTs, for active Goopness known, ) 
Humanely preſs d with Sorrows not its own, 


The Mason's goxouRs THESE ; to ſuch unfolds 
The Myſtic Gate; the ſacred. Anzour holds 
rn N Names, 


T7 7 Ty 


Camus] The God of unruly Mirth and . 

To mild Relief, &c.] Alluding to the general Charity at private 
Committees and Quarterly Communications, where diſtreſſed Bre- 
theren of all Nations, if well recommended, are relieved according to 


their Exigencies. 
The Myſtic Gate, &c.] GrougrRV is agreed by all to have been 


firſt diſcovered in Apt; Pythageras, who travelled into t 


purpoſely to make himſelf Maſter of the Agyprian Learning, 
found a great Difficulty to be introduc'd to the Prieſts of Helio- 
polis and Memphis, and was not only oblig'd to petition Polycrates 
e e err where he was hond, ra os 

ng 


91 

King Amafis, his particular Friend, but likewiſe to ſubmit himſelf 
to be circumciſed before he could be admitted; and the chief Re- 
fult of his Enquiry was, that amazing Propoſition, mention'd 
Euclid as the Foundation of all MasowRy, v/z. The finding of the 
Proportion of the longeſt Side of a Right angled Triangle to the other 
two. GEroMETRY has always kept Pace with MasonRy.; and 
the Ægyptian Prieſts took the greateſt Care to conceal their My/te- 
ries from Strangers; their chief Method was by wrapping them up 
in Hieroglyphics, Symbols, Enigma's and Fables, they ever communi- 
cated their Inſtructions, under the moſt intricate Veils of Fiction 
and Allegory, by the Obſcurity of which, the Footſteps of Truth 


were often fo faint, that they requir'd a ſagacious Tracer, and one 
able to diſcern Things of Moment from Trifles. Hence the 


Signs and Tokens of Free-Maſons, with the Obſeurity of their 
Catechetical Queſtions, which have hitherto from their Time been 
handed down by oral Tradition only, the true Senſe and Meaning 
of which, tho” practiſed by Thouſands, are known by few, no 
wonder then, that the Secrets of Masons have hithette been pre- 
ferved from popular Conception; it is not the Honour of being 
MASTER OF A Lopox, that entitles a Brother to be a good Masox, 
as it is generally expreſſed, nor He who readily anſwers his 
Lectures (as it is ſtild, tho improperly) that merits ſuch a TTT R, 
but he who with the greateft Accuracy demonſtrates the Origin, 
Antiquity, Connection and Harmony, and above all, the ingular 
Uſe of the various Hymbolical Hieragiyphics, together with the true 
Cauſe, Senſe and Meaning of Stens, ToxrxNs, &c. ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to preſerve the MysTz Rres of the Seeiety from the At- 


tempts of C ns and faithleſs Seribblers, an Inſtance of Which 


muſt fit remain freſſ in every Brother's Memory, who at a 
Time when deſpairing of his owir Itgermity' and Merit, to com- 
mence Maſter of a Lodge, intended to expoſe and ridicule the 
Myſteries of the Society in a paltry Pampbler, inſtead of which, by 


writing what he did not underſtand, he ſo far opened the Eyes of 


the Curious, who by ſtrietly enquiring into the See, not the 


Atera Meaning ofbis Work, became ſo animated as to-knock boldly 


at 
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at the MysTic Garr, and by their own free Will and Conſent, 
beg d. to be initiated into the moſt antient and honourable Society 
of the known World, to the acknowledg'd Advantage of them- 
ſelves, and the Craft in general. And here I cannot paſs over in 
Silence, what a late Writer has advanc'd concerning the Antiquity, 
Sc. of Free Maſons, which perhaps has eſcap'd the Obſervation 
of rfoſt of the Fratermty, viz. Mr. Betſon a few Months ago, 
publiſh'd a Pamphlet entituled, Mz/cellanecus Diſſertations on the 
Origin and Antiquity of Maſquerades, together with the Heatheniſh 
Cuſiom of Free Maſons, &c. in Page 32, 33. He has endeavour'd 
to prove that the preſent Fxee Masons had their Origin from 
the Chabyri, who, as Bochart informs us, were very antient Gods 
among the Samotbracians, who came from the Phenicians ; and 
thus becauſe Bochart defines the Word Chabyr as ſignifying ſome- 
thing Great, and their Rites being kept as a moſt prodigious Se- 
cret, Heroes and Kings being in their Society, &c. &c. Fc. he 
concludes by this Affinity, that the Masons were certainly De- 
ſcendants of theſe Chabyrifts, for Page 34, he obſerves, © We have 
no Remains of this Society, unleſs it be in the Society of Free 
© MasonkY, which our modern FREE Masons contend to be 
very antient.” But after his unconnected Hiſtory, and ridiculous 
Treatment of the Society, by ſtiling them Mechanical Maſque- 
raders, &c. he very pathetically obſerves, (Thanks for the Ho- 
Nour) What muſt be ſaid in Praiſe of thoſe antient Chabirians, 
© is, that there are no Obſcenities recorded to have been practisd 
© by them, as there were in the Feaſts of moſt other Gods; fo 
£ all Obſcenities are forbidden in the meeting of Free Maſons, as 
© they ſay themſelves, for I am not one of the Society. In anſwer 
to Mr, Betſon, I muſt confeſs I was greatly ſurpriz d to find fo 
h an Odium caſt on the Fraternity, by a Perſon who, by com- 
paring it with the other Part of his Treatiſe, would convince an 
impartial Reader that he certainly knew better ; be that as it will, 
I have taken no ſmall Pains to trace out the Original of theſe 
Chabiri, and who they were; therefore for the further Satisfaction 
of the Curious, will refer them to Bochart, Strabs, Herodotus, 


Varro, 
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Varro, Pauſanias, and Biſhop Cumberland on Sanchoniathoz and 
as the Univerſal Hiſtory has ſumm'd up the Opinion of all theſe 
Authors in various Parts, I ſhall beg leave to tranſcribe from 
thence what is ſufficient for the Purpoſe, as that Hiſtory may 
not be in the Cuſtody of moſt Readers; and firſt, Sanchonatho, 
the Writer of the Phenician Coſmogany, has given the beſt Ac- 
count of them, and the fame Hiſtory obſerves, that his Work 
was apparently written with a Deſign to apologize for Idolatry, 
for, inſtead of the Worſhippers of the true God, he has given us 
that of the idolatrous Line of Cain, who this Sanchoniatho was, 
Vid. Univ. Hift, V. 1. Page 23, 24. The” fame Hiſtory further 
obſerves, that there is ſuch a Diſagreement among Authors in 
their Accounts of theſe Deities, that, notwithſtanding all the My- 
_ tbologiſts have ſaid of them, we are ſtill in the Dark as to many 
Particulars, and can only form a confus'd Idea of their Nature, 
Origin and Attributes. It is no leſs perplexing to diſcover who 
the Chabiri were, than to trace out the Origin of their Name, 
All we can infer from the ancient Mythologi/ts, which are but an 
odd Jumble of Contradictions, is, that the Pagans themſelves - 
were ignorant of the Origin of theſe imaginary Deities. The 

Iſland of Samothrace was, as it were, the Centre of the ſuperſti- 
tious Ceremonies obſerved in Honour of the Chabiri; there, and 
no where elſe, People were initiated into their My/terzes. Thoſe 
who were to be admitted, were placed on a Kind of Throne, and 
crown'd with Laurel, having Bands of Purple tied round their 
Bellies ; then the Prieſts and others there preſent, danc'd round 
them ; and this ridiculous Mummery ended in Oaths and Execra- 
tions on the Perſon who ſhould ever reveal what paſs'd in their 
Aſſemblies. Thus I have collected the moſt authentick Account 

of theſe famous Chabiri, and how far their inconſiſtent Antics cor- 
reſpond with the preſent Fxez Magonxy, I leave the greateft 
Enemy of Masoxky to determine; what Man in his Senſes can 
imagine any Thing like them in a Society founded upon the beſt 
Principles of Morality, conducive to the greateſt Happineſs this 
World can afford, and if duly N cannot fail cf xrocu- 
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| Names, which ErzaniTy with Iron Pen 
Diftinguiſhes among the Sons of Men. 
Sn.excr, be faithful to conceal 
From babling Echo's Ear, 
What prying Fame wou'd fain reveal, 
What Myriads lon g to hear. 
Truths that the penetrating Eye 
Of Acapemus 2 — find, 
More than the SaurAN Sact cou'd ſpy, 
Here beam on every Mason's Mind. 
Far fam'd Lyczum's Learned Bow'rs 
And Laurel Warxs muſt yield to ours; 
In 


— 


ring nc Welfare in the next ? A Society that has ſtood the Teſt 
of Ages, has been countenanc'd by the greateſt and wiſeſt PxIxcxs 

and MonARcns, even SoLoMon himſelf? He who harbours ſuch 
frantick Ideas of MasoNRx, _ a mean Capacity, and cannot 
be ſuſpected a capable Judge of his own Conduct, ſet afide that 
. of FREE Masons. But ſuch is 1 inveterate Itch of ſome 
Enemies to Society, who to favour an idle Hypotheſis, impoſe upon 
Truth ſo far, as to ſubject themſelves to the greateſt Subjects 2 
Ridicule, eſf ially when they attem 9 upon Subjects they 
by no Means underſtand, MOI 5 th | | 


N Academus, &c.] The School of Plato at Athens, 


|. Saman Sage] Pytbogoras who taught in the Kingdom of 
Nu. Aa 
| * Lyceum] The School of Ariſtotle. 
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In vain ILissvs, ATTicx Stream 
Compares with Silver-footed Trae, 


Let others airy Honours court, 
And to the LEVRES of the Great reſort ; 
Orvurie Wreaths with eager Mind, 
Snatch from the Goal, and round their Temples bind; 
i Or for the ſplendid Indian Ore, 
Roam the vaſt Seas, unable to be poor : 
Js 2 Divine 


Liſſus] A River by Athens where Socrates held his Converſa- 
tions. 


Olympic Wreaths, el The Ol hmpic Games at Bli were in the 
higheſt Eſtimation among the Greeks ; the Victors were crown'd 
with Olive Branches, they are deſcrib'd by many Authors, and 


55 were firſt inſtituted by Pelops in Honour of Jupiter Olympius, and 


were celebrated every fourth Year for five Days together; hence the 
Greeks kept their Account of Time by them. - 


Sunt ques curriculb Pulverem Olympicum 
Collegiſſe juvat, metag; fervidis - 
Evitata rotts, Palmag; nobilis 


Terrarum Dominos evebit ad Dear. | 
1 44 i Hor. Lib. . Od. 1. 


Some love with 5 Wheels to rai 
- --— Olympic Duſt,” and gather Praiſe, 
Where Races won and Palms beſtow'd, 
Exalt the Heros to the God. | 28 
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Divine Usanth with her charming Voice, 
Wakes latent Scizncs, and confirms our Choice; 
In ev'ry Station let us have | 
Thy bliſsful Logs, tis all we crave ; 
Celeſtial Wealth alone. our Hearts can move 
With ſweet Cour and Univerſal Love. 


The Son of Dad, preſs'd the royal Bed, | 
The gloomy Shades unveil'd, the Darkneſs fled, 
| The rival Forms appear d: : 
With Sounds more pleaſing than the Gfreſt Strains 
In Tempe s Vale, or fair Auſonia's Plains, 
; An Ahl s Voice was heard. 
O SoLomon, belov'd of Hzav'n! 
© To Tus the glorious Choice is giv'n, 
Of Hoon in Imperial Sway, . 
- - Suiting a Monazxca young and gay, 
| With — Crowns, long Lirz, with Pueaguns 
Behold their SYMBOLS in embodied Ain. 


Grand 80 REIGNTY 


dd along, 
an tall, and ber : 


"> 
— 8 * _—_—_ | _— Mb. 1 


— — _—_— — — — a. Aft. Af. 


Tempe] A pleaſant Vale 1 75 | 
| Auſonia] An ancient Name of Ital. 
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| Her Head a white Tiaza bound: 
Ricuss with all her dazling Treaſures Gan 
PHoENICIAN Ropes, the Gold-enwoven- Zone, 
And Gems in Orxts's Quarries found. 
Next HEALTH advanc'd in pleaſing Bloom, 
And promis d Length of Days to come, 
With Joys ſincere: a Vixcin mild, 
Stepp'd gently on, and ſweetly ſ mil d, 
The PLanzTs in a Forehead-piece ſhe wore, 
And in her Hands a GLOBE AND Comrass BORE. 


Here then I fix, the Monaxcn cries, | 
If here the Grace of Wis pon ſhine ; 
Willing I paſs each earthly Prize, 

And claim the Pal divine. 
O rightly judg'd, th AnGzLic STrance ſpoke, 
(While 2 his Locks Ethereal Luſtre broke) 
O RovAL Vour nl whom Eme1ze not inſpir d, 
Nor glitt ring Gain, nor ſpecious GLoxv fir d; 


Since KNOwLEDOGE has alone thy Heart poſleſs'd, 


Take the cxtar Gier, and with her all * reſt, 
Thee thro' the World ſhall lateſt Aczs ſing, 


Taz oRRATESTT Maso AND THE GREATEST KING. 


4 * & 


Mm 


— 
* 


„ This Viſion of SoLoMon, with which the Ode concludes, is 
thus related in the 3d Chap. of 1 Kings, V. 5. In Gibeon the Lord 
* to SOLOMON in 4 Dream by Night and God ſaid, af * | 


| [ 26 ] | 

J. ſhall give Thee. . And SoLomon ſaid, Give thy Servant an Un- 
derſtanding Heart, V. 9. And "the Speech pleaſed the Lord — and 
God ſaid, V. 11. Becauſe thou haſt aſked this, and not long Life, 
nor Riches, &c. Behold I have done according to thy Words; and V. 13. 
1 have given thee that which thou haſt. not aſked, both Riches and 
Honour ; ſo that there ſhall not be any among the Kings like unto thee, 
all thy Days. The Poetical Dreſs in which this Paſſage of 
Scripture is "repreſented, tis hop'd will be excus'd by all true 
CRITICS. 3h „ FS 4 


| Lake, Eaft-Smithfield, 
Huguft 28, 1751+ 


N. B. The Author of this. Ode ſpeedily a to 
publiſh by Subſcription, A CoLLtEcTioN or MisCELLA- 
NIES IN VusE, in one Octavo Volums. The Price 
to Subſcribers is Five Shillings, one half to be paid on 
Subſcribing, and the other half on the Delivery of the 
Book, Subſcriptions are taken in by Mr. Gzieeirys, 
at the DuNciap in St. Paul's Cyurcn YarD, and by 
H. JAcksox, at the Gol DpEN HEAD near the MaveoLs 
in EasT-SMITHFIELD, where this ODE may be had 
likewiſe. 
No more Volumes to be * than ſubſcribed for. 
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